
 

MTF Awards Research Grant to Study Prenatal Massage 
  

 

 

Massage Therapy Foundation is excited to announce the award of a 

$300,000 Research Grant to the University of Denver (UD) for their three-

year study, “Prenatal Massage: A Complementary Approach for Maternal 

Health and Mental Health.” 
  

The study will be conducted through a partnership between UD and 

Thriving Families, a Denver-based nonprofit organization serving 

perinatal women and birthing people from under-resourced and 

minority backgrounds. The project will evaluate the impact of 

incorporating prenatal massage into MotherWise, an evidence-based, 

trauma-informed, and culturally responsive maternal wellness program. 
 

 

Funds for this groundbreaking research project were provided by the American Massage Therapy 

Association (AMTA) with the support of @massageenvy. The study is part of AMTA’s broader 

commitment of $2.5 million over the next five years to support innovative massage therapy 

research. 

 

   

New Research Perch: Conducting Research in Practice Settings  

  

 

 

Listen in for Research Perch, as host Annie LaCroix, MTF Associate 

Director of Operations, speaks with MTF Research Director, Dr. Niki 

Munk, and special guest Rachel Romanelli, an experienced massage 

therapist, educator, clinic owner, and healthcare advocate. 

  

The three discuss data collection methods within massage therapy 

practice, and their utilization in the upcoming Case Series Study being 

conducted within MassageNet Practice-Based Research Network. 

 

 

 

   

READ THE PRESS RELEASE  

CHECK IT OUT  

https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN3-2FyEf-2BgyaqUiI43MjVHJy6ZqHJ_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTZyanWf365SWL8UxhAQIQu8n77hg72PQLyv3-2Bi7YkCnAFOsPPGNXeGZNoPO8eHjxcRFHT8v-2BhWyGh39Rm7DuiJdpxOZBuO37-2BJeyLjSaqr00ZwvQVehAo49SC9VzK6rVoC7UXd3jZm27ez2zTeyvkU4-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN2ocirMmXWC4DZB-2FKP8NVsbzzECJRjob5RDmZm4vZ3H0Gpz5qnsDOhohTQJLtrKv8c-3DTJNV_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTa0Y-2BuXW0tBzfWoaHpmooSHuRBWK009K7zaLO8SjQMX88Ehx-2FdvPzcOy3NjRD-2BIj3BzJFmsGnau7gwTQywnioQ0QRRDE4FvT0ZSWWDZF9-2FWY8jTqG690W-2BWhOStoKNPeCwNfixiz0oXHZP5Dkh6xcKg-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1LCG8AQo-2Bugax8-2FxCzt1q31v7dE4peUKxBY0-2BJc8uQGZvQinJmdc5iScWqS6z9QiYuzCTOeNliD6gTz-2BXcmnz7gKxa_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTbxyjuSO-2FxvtqwIIkzrDzQP5LkwcrXYChV95sB0AAQj-2BQOmqEevr3aqxWBql5GgnT-2FO0WX5TsouEUm7O8otkDGZlcqiaDank-2B4ZiuIHhcBX3p2WvIFi1eCNfiL4HlLooTooGkHw9eY1mnwerWVnwCkU-3D


UCSF Pediatric Infusion CS Award Project Wrap Up 

  

 

 

Learn about a year-long pilot Fellowship program bringing massage 

therapy services to patients at the pediatric infusion center at UCSF 

Benioff Children's Hospital, Oakland, CA. 
  

Program Manager and Lead Instructor Carolyn Tague, MA, CMT, gives a 

wrap up of the project, which provided over 180 hours of direct patient 

care in the infusion center. The project was funded in part by a 2024 

Massage Therapy Foundation Community Service Award, and ran 

throughout 2025. 

 

 

 

   

Awards and Contests 

The following MTF awards and contests are open for applications: 

• Case Report Contest: Submit year-round—next deadline June 1, 2026 

• Research Support Award (up to $30k): Deadline extended to March 2, 2026 

• Research Grant ($30k-$300k): LOI deadline extended to March 2, 2026 

• Community Service Award (20k): Deadline March 15, 2026 

• Poster Abstract Submission: Deadline May 1, 2026 

  

    

 

   

  

Visit Our Sites 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

WATCH NOW  

https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1M8-2FSOTJQ91XqVZjL2hfjwu610rkhRczRnnBvMZdM21vosZ458m6x2wBbb8TPc7huY9UZPoX7lnXG90kq3dvPgoPrJ_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTRhO0xbk8CPJ-2B8Fk4L01JSJFhMBYb9cnvSWUC4K4uz6OJr0zO8C19g-2FJC98xUCPDEuXTCz9YPpzwn9OCY5fPQhhRP7QqdjjiJaJIYRqu1KsGpfSToVpfgkNjTHzBOwxm-2FOMoLi5-2B-2Bw0a3PN156ZnYmw-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1M8-2FSOTJQ91XqVZjL2hfjwu610rkhRczRnnBvMZdM21gWqq5xy9pBjEdDIRXpO6HhxPSKD630pV4Ggh6KqYNZY5518_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTSM-2FJ0ZpRRmMsxD2p5XcDHYxWRTLxyF8-2FlgngRoaPQiNhIB-2FmlYvEjryCK3k4AAvbbpPdCvMmodjTFXXmZndRZmi-2BCQDyf-2BRJn-2FklhbgsUC7PJJ2QWeptKszfhNo3pOHeo09-2F97iTLmCydRbok15gh8-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1M8-2FSOTJQ91XqVZjL2hfjwu610rkhRczRnnBvMZdM21gWqq5xy9pBjEdDIRXpO6HhxPSKD630pV4Ggh6KqYNZYjNRD_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTan9XSXkUqxGzfJTvuR5Z1il7NgC5JsTqej1inYFtWL8D9mg80ply8N2v446zIt527dnP5lhYlAMhdK8QWnudJQFx2xK9NJpmjE8xMrlMnrP5fAnrCK4Bkxc9Mbak4nHtl4P2W8xJa8wYCEKzNXfDCA-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1M8-2FSOTJQ91XqVZjL2hfjwu610rkhRczRnnBvMZdM21kyHbqik-2BrsK451wb8q-2Bb88l4A8Tngh7WjgfzEmdpBlRk7fC_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTTz5Ta7m1pc6qRYPcgY8kUVAyOs-2B-2BraPSOKu-2B9o3XVH1smUbX3gW6F3-2FF3v1tqgMzAzOqzBU4q-2BQ-2FljgqvHB547Z4VWGrAi5e5nPrgoJ-2Fg12bcX-2F6a1nuZi3oQhfkFBjM3MlqkM1EdXn30Bs1TZu2h0-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1M8-2FSOTJQ91XqVZjL2hfjwu8wYvyLkHk5EM4pN9cO4nqDeY7I0Y7FHE1-2B0FuU8NI2amTOr-2FfB0G9graOhFbJMKD_H4_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTQt4NHpccM35-2BJyKBNtqrGZ7FTXLqWNd1Efrc404Te1gCJoa9jruw20bDiwE7tdNJJE48FruhTkfYJbJqN4mXU2y1prQnI0cFBFSDszSFPsjxPUq-2Bn3b92bMjFyWEKsHtZKLrhx-2BWB7aGdi77NDN-2Fwc-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN1ccBJB0EVWseILuZeH79X9BVkhH-2BEQvWcGXUp3GjisHh2xfSN0mmsJp5eNa4CLgHU-3DOBSm_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTWMoMhKL-2B0Z719J6tnR-2B-2BFd6eb6-2BOUvEZB2hyx-2FIsVAbFF-2BcgaS4b1asXPUXGOf1zR0AZTqUhtmCmIsPIssHt7sv6R-2Fe8G7boUv4oVB-2B9TVGHyHwHI7bKjh633H2L-2Fe4wyWGWlumpj9cxSn-2BlOfyyCA-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eCXmedb9RkbXmhI3JvGtXgwWSs-2B8n9cDV7mNKcQ6-2FoQ5SdNVnrY38yk79vdgVxPOcQ-3D-3DZVxx_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTeFgHko59FW-2FlBirEUFvHnIWm-2F-2FyST4lDjM7p05M0DXxLXvQlP5MrxSVFQqmCUn1defqp1qOlwgipytXQOzPc7mAsvIVM-2FOOGwxIzelUWrCBxPhvJ6vtvYOylszV1dvNJYCixnbl5CLpQbobZ0GL-2BzU-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eHLCpcIcqRmZZNgH-2BRHmpNnHItatP3DTFoNP-2FKrACbFd3Ifk_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTYIzaPGHm14pqUawENjVhB02BWUr8RN8fT1YNoVKV-2BnxtK98bOv1jOA4aDv5aPLClGt1joPBbL-2F5XkacVMmONYqaMuJAPO88b5dKzvvUVK-2Bu87G-2FjHXR9YsWdfU6WcVbXCMSNJTLuxxrdLsDTA0H2q0-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eNCdnp-2FfFl2mkg692tKXjN3-2FyEf-2BgyaqUiI43MjVHJy6Ut-U_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTQZ6Bm-2Bg-2BJv2-2FFkGQRj47LOTsOjQc8ZLUng3V-2F2jhI2eIzhvRSiih-2BbI5JMZPcuoRSGlPUXu7hPngft-2B1NGPKvwhgxePrhv8eb0-2Ff7aVSPVQkxNEPhOUpv68kiV7nvhdQvkuKmfLOAOFo74pUNjYqTs-3D
https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eCXmedb9RkbXmhI3JvGtXgz1Pypaw7G-2B-2FdFWgpYYwUcZz047_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTXBNJf5ER6qgGFSL62l5eSmz1WPuwtAU-2FYzOLev2M1NpJAZ2J5goOlF1oIyuhP-2BJpbIw2BhEP8ebUYAMCQZKMHx6c1SXzGANlkCLV38GiXCxGLpjGC2-2BqQB9Q-2B45xNB77asp0UtRtlWdL8aQBcjzeBI-3D


   

       

 

 

 

 

Massage Therapy Foundation 
500 Davis Street, Suite 950 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 
Phone :847.869.5019 Fax: 847.864.1178 
www.massagetherapyfoundation.org 
  

 

PAST ISSUES: COMMUNICATOR ARCHIVE  
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https://u5876069.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.EKrofqOCCEktkLsfUgT5eKXE3fRyqR1PNhLWgO67rBoxv1sBN4qk64jlmpuwxTTt9PgcsYhzTFwnIB7eL4Bd1C5KseFyV35ZGh4lfYU3JNE-3DZpIP_ewABrftqXN1axYkKzgJCa8XopxjW4rPgaFdqdfB0PXkpq3x0tNhyKXO0QMJH2QFRbCNf5nFQ1gAl0poOy-2FGFTbfFtAzT-2F9-2B6Gz0SP8M6ON15h6AH1QEP5H5PT5N6SSkEqsnCegrVHBlHs7p9o0OlEj7UTXCO9HStsN-2BC7uE7bje3MOkUOaONW4G-2Fqo9MCR9PVvqXB7cPNXF39esXCIXp1G3SZ9SqpIUWvGKcFjLKSIE-3D
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